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CAUSES OF GLOBAL WARMING 

BY ARJUMAND SHAHEEN* 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Global warming is the current increase in temperature of the Earth's surface (both land 

and water) as well as its atmosphere. Average temperatures around the world have risen by 
0.75°C (1.4°F) over the last 100 years about two thirds of this increase has occurred since 
1975. In the past, when the Earth experienced increases in temperature it was the result of natural 
causes but today it is being caused by the accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere 
produced by human activities.  
          A long series of scientific research and international studies has shown, with more than 
90% certainty, that this increase in overall temperatures is due to the greenhouse gases produced 
by humans. Activities such as deforestation and the burning of fossil fuels are the main sources 
of these emissions. These findings are recognized by the national science academies of all the 
major industrialized countries.  
 
Causes of global warming 
Global Warming is caused by many things. The causes are split up into two groups, man-made or 
anthropogenic causes, and natural causes.  
 
Natural Causes 
       Natural causes are causes created by nature. One natural cause is a release of methane gas 
from arctic tundra and wetlands. Methane is a greenhouse gas. A greenhouse gas is a gas that 
traps heat in the earth's atmosphere. Another natural cause is that the earth goes through a cycle 
of climate change. This climate change usually lasts about 40,000 years.  
Man-made Causes 
         Man-made causes probably do the most damage. There are many man-made causes. 
Pollution is one of the biggest man-made problems. Burning fossil fuels is one thing that causes 
pollution. Fossil fuels are fuels made of organic matter such as coal, or oil. When fossil fuels are 
burned they give off a green house gas called CO2. Also mining coal and oil allows methane to 
escape.          
        Another major man-made cause of Global Warming is population. More people means 
more food, and more methods of transportation, right? That means more methane because there 
will be more burning of fossil fuels, and more agriculture. Another problem with the increasing 
population is transportation. More people means more cars, and more cars means more pollution. 
Also, many people have more than one car . 
         Since CO2 contributes to global warming, the increase in population makes the problem 
worse because we breathe out CO2. Also, the trees that convert our CO2 to oxygen are being 
demolished because we're using the land that we cut the trees down from as property for our 
homes and buildings. We are not replacing the trees (an important part of our eco system), so we 
are constantly taking advantage of our natural resources and giving nothing back in return.  
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The effects of global warming 
Global warming is damaging the Earth's climate as well as the physical environment. One of the 
most visible effects of global warming can be seen in the Arctic as glaciers, permafrost and sea 
ice are melting rapidly. Global warming is harming the environment in several ways including: 

 Desertification 
 Increased melting of snow and ice 
 Sea level rise 
 Stronger hurricanes and cyclones 

 
Conclusion 

Global warming is affecting many places around the world. It is accelerating the melting 
of ice sheets, permafrost and glaciers which is causing average sea levels to rise. It is also 
changing precipitation and weather patterns in many different places, making some places dryer, 
with more intense periods of drought and at the same time making other places wetter, with 
stronger storms and increased flooding. These changes have affected both nature as well as 
human society and will continue to have increasingly worse effects if greenhouse gas emissions 
continue to grow at the same pace as today.  
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